CHAPTER   XII
CHARACTER,   WILL,   AND   CONATION

THE ACT OF WILL

IN previous sections an attempt has been made to show
how the child grows in emotional and mental stature;
how on his early innate tendencies are built his atti-
tudes to life, sometimes so strongly held that they are
characterized by their emotional tendency, sometimes so
closely packed with intellectual experience that they are
marked as the product of thought.

But in both cases the test of the strength of the stimulus
and the efficacy of training is that the whole mind is work-
ing. If we can predicate some such entity as psychic
energy, we could say that in the case of the working of
a strong sentiment our energy is flowing in emotional,
when we are solving a problem in intellectual, channels.
All metaphors, however, are more or less misleading and
the reader will do well to train himself to think of Ms mind
functioning at times emotionally, when all intellectual
experience will be used to further the desired end, at times
intellectually when emotion is dormant and his capacity
for thought is active.

So far, however, though there has been constant in-
sistence OB the necessity of action, we have dealt with
easotioaal experience as the drive to action and with
thought as the necessary guide to suitable means. We
stil have to consider the problems of the mind in action
and the training of the will, always to the fore when the
wise are extorting tbe unwise waverers, The reader will,
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